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Since its inception into the document industry in the 90s by Adobe, the PDF file format has been a go-to solution when you need to include text and graphics in one single document. It is the best format when you want to share a document in a way that is not editable as it transverses from the source to the destination. As much as this is a plus when it comes to sharing, it also happens to be a setback as it cannot be edited directly. Therefore, there comes the need to convert it to another format that will make editing a lot easy and convenient. One such format that lets you have this is the Excel format from the Microsoft suite.
However, you cannot just change the format from PDF to Excel unless you have the right tool. In this article, we will bring an end to your quest for software to convert PDF to spreadsheets and to make matters better, those that are open source in nature. With these free PDF to Excel open source programs, you will be able to extract data from PDF to Excel in a hassle-free process. Get ready to discover the top 5 best open source PDF to Excel converter software currently in the market.

5 Great Open Source Software to Convert PDF into Excel Speadsheets
	Software Name	Supported Platform	Offline Version	Download Link
		1. Tabula PDF

	Windows/Online	Full Version	Free Download
		2. PDF2tables

	Windows/Online	Full Version	Free Download
		3. Weeny Free PDF To Excel Converter

	Windows	Full Version	Free Download
		4. iSkysoft PDF Converter Pro

	Windows	Free Version	Free Download
		5. PDFZilla PDF To Excel Converter

	Windows	Free Version	Free Download



1. Tabula PDF





This free open source tool is best suited when you need to convert PDF to CSV and at the same time only works with text-based PDF files so this will not be ideal for scanned documents. Through an instinctive user interface that is web-based, you are able to extract data from PDF to Excel in CSV format. As much as you work from the web, your data security is ensured as all the processes happen locally on your computer.
Better yet, even before you can extract the data from the PDF, you have the chance to preview before everything so that you can confirm that everything is coming out as you would want. This gives you a chance to adjust the selection in case you find that some data is missing. Once you finally export, you will have converted your PDF to CSV data that you can edit conveniently in an Excel spreadsheet.






2. PDF2tables





Just as the name implies, PDF2tables is an open source PDF converter tool that will offer you a simple way to extract data from PDF tables and save in an Excel file that you can edit and manipulate data with. Tables play a big role in data structuring but once they are in a PDF file, nothing much can be done in terms of editing. And this is where this program to convert PDF to spreadsheet comes in. It makes sure that the structure and the content are captured and preserved as they are during the PDF to Excel conversion process.
Basically, it will decompose the tables and store them in XML format that is open to reuse conveniently like in the Excel software. At the same time, you have the chance to make necessary adjustments on the extracted data even before you can transfer it into Excel. With all the heuristic approaches, you are assured of the best experience when working with this PDF to Excel open source software.






3. Weeny Free PDF To Excel Converter





In just a matter of a few clicks, you will be done with the task to convert PDF to spreadsheet files with this top open source app which translates to simplicity. Weeny comes with a plethora of features that go a long way to make the process to convert PDF to XLS reliable. Besides being delivered as a free program, it lets you convert PDF files to Excel either as a whole document, specific pages, or even a page range.
This means that you do not have to convert a whole document while you just need a few from it. At the same time, you get to choose whether to save the converted PDF file in one XLS file or each page to an individual Excel file. By doing this, it brings in the idea of batch PDF to Excel conversion that goes a long way to save on both the time and effort. Moreover, it works as a standalone app without the need for other plugins or software.






4. iSkysoft PDF Converter Pro





This is also a very good choice for those looking to convert PDF to Excel and vice versa. Actually, it has every feature in it as intuitive as possible so that you have a heaven of a time to convert PDF to spreadsheet files. You will not only get the chance to pick the output directory but also tinker with some parameters regarding how you want the conversion to happen. Some of these options include converting each PDF page to an individual Excel spreadsheet, combining all pages into a single Excel file, preserving only tables, or even ensuring that the formatting is retained.
Furthermore, you can instruct iSkysoft PDF Converter Pro to just retain the tables that you may be looking forward to working with in Excel. At the end of the day, you have the best PDF to Excel open source converter and creator at your disposal and will not disappoint you when it comes to delivering top-notch results.






5. PDFZilla PDF To Excel Converter





If you have been trying to find that top open source app that will make your PDF to Excel conversion tasks feel just like a walk in the park, PDFZilla is definitely one of the best solutions available in the market. In just a matter of 3 clicks, you will easily convert PDF to Excel equivalent in a very easy way. Everything is converted in the highest quality possible for all the content be it text or graphics.
For convenience, you are also empowered with the option to select just the PDF pages you want to be converted instead of unnecessarily converting the whole document. Better yet, this tool happens to be multilingual which means it can be localized to one of the supported languages and not forgetting that it brings in the ultimate convenience by supporting batch conversion. On top of that, it supports encrypted PDF files and there is no need to have Adobe Acrobat installed on your computer to make the best out of it.






Of course, it is not always a bed of roses when you need to convert PDF to XLS and still retain the best quality unless you have the right tool in hand. The good thing is that by getting started with one of the PDF to Excel open source programs featured here, you will be able to bridge that gap conveniently. In fact, it will be a simple process to copy PDF to Excel that will leave you satisfied without the need to spend a single penny. At the end of the day, you are opened up to reliable, affordable, and feature-laden software to convert PDF to XLS.
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